National Taiwan University CSIE Department PhD Program Requirements
Dec 27, 1996: Revised and approved by Academic Affairs Committee
Dec 31, 1997: Revised and approved by Academic Affairs Committee
Jan 18, 1999: Revised and approved by Academic Affairs Committee
Dec 18, 1999: Revised and approved by Academic Affairs Committee
May 2, 2003: Revised by Provisional Academic Affairs Committee

Aug 22, 2003: Revised by Provisional Academic Affairs Committee
Jun 23, 2006: Revised by Academic Affairs Committee
Dec 29, 2006: Revised by Academic Affairs Committee
Jun 24, 2008: Revised by Academic Affairs Committee
Jan 9, 2009: Revised by Academic Affairs Committee
Sept 17, 2012: Revised and approved by Academic Development Committee
June 18, 2013: Revised and approved by Academic Development Committee

June 21, 2013: Revised and approved by Academic Affairs Committee
July 1, 2014: Revised and approved by Academic Affairs Committee

I. Advisors
A. The advisor must be a full-time member of the CSIE department faculty. However, with the approval of the department chairman and the advisor, the student may request one co-advising professor from outside the department.
B. After the advisor has been chosen, the student must submit an advisor approval form at the beginning of every semester.

C. Consult the relevant guidelines for the National Taiwan University and for the CSIE department for information on switching advisors.
II. Courses 
A. Required courses
1. PhD Thesis
2. Special Project (required every semester)

3. Seminar: must complete at least 4 semesters by graduation.
B. CSIE courses: at least 18 credits; those in the accelerated PhD program must complete at least 30 credits. This does not include PhD Thesis, Special Project, or Seminar.
C. A “cross-department elective application” must be submitted before registering to take courses offered by departments other than CSIE. After approval, these credits will apply to the PhD graduation credit requirements. Cross-department electives must be research-related and may not exceed 9 credits, or 15 credits for students in the accelerated PhD program.
III. Qualification Assessment
A. To qualify, students must pass the fundamental courses and research ability assessments.
1. Fundamental courses:
Students must pass two from each of the following CSIE core and application course groups. Passing grades are A or A+.

III.A.1.1 Core courses: Computing Theory, Information Theory and Coding Techniques, Advanced Operating System, Advanced Computer Networks, Advanced Computer Architecture, and Advanced Algorithms.
III.A.1.2 Application courses: Computer Graphics, Digital Image Processing, Information Retrieval and Extraction, Web Retrieval and Mining, Bioinformatics, Artificial Intelligence, Advanced Compiler Design, Machine Learning, Software Engineering Design, Advanced Human Computer Interaction, Computer Vision, and Parallel Programming.
2. Research ability assessments:
After beginning the PhD program, the student must conduct research and then submit a research application to assess whether the student is able to conduct research.

III.A.2.1 The research application must be for research conducted after the student has begun the PhD program.
III.A.2.2 Research assessments will be held once each semester: the assessment date will be announced within one week of the end of the previous semester.
III.A.2.3 The assessment committee will be composed of three CSIE department faculty members. The student’s advisor may not serve on this committee.
III.A.2.4 The student must apply two weeks before the assessment date; the application must be submitted with an English research report. Students taking a leave of absence may also apply for the research assessment.

III.A.2.5 During the research ability assessment, the student’s advisor may be present but may not take part in the committee’s remarks.

III.A.2.6 The research ability assessment may be held twice. Students who do not pass the second assessment must withdraw from the PhD program in the following semester.
B. Assessment deadline:

Students must pass the selected fundamental courses and the research assessment within three years (including any leaves of absence) of beginning the PhD program. Those who fail to do so must withdraw from the program. In the case of extraordinary circumstances, the student may apply for an extension with the department chairman’s approval.
C. Transfer of credits:
If within the six semesters preceding this entrance into the PhD program, the student has passed any of this department’s PhD-level courses, or has completed the research ability assessment, and if these are in accord with the requirements of Section III-A, the student must apply for credit transfer in the first semester of the program. Those who have not applied in time forfeit their opportunity to transfer credits. Applications will be processed on the date announced during that semester.
IV. Thesis Proposal Review
A. Students may apply for the thesis proposal review starting in the semester after they have completed the PhD candidate requirements. 

B. The thesis proposal review committee must be composed of 5 or more members qualified by the School to serve in this capacity and jointly appointed by the student’s advisor and the department chairman.
C. The review will be in the form of an oral examination before the review committee, and will be based on the contents of the thesis proposal.
D. Students may take this oral examination at most twice; those who fail on the second attempt will be dismissed from the PhD program.
E. Students who switch advisors must restart the thesis proposal review process.
V. PhD Degree Oral Defense
A. The student may apply for the PhD degree defense only after completing the thesis proposal review process. The orals for the thesis proposal and the PhD degree defense may not be held in the same semester, although in extraordinary circumstances, the student may apply to the Graduate Academic Affairs Division for the department chairman to grant an exception.
B. The PhD degree defense committee consists of 5 to 9 members and must include at least half of the members of the student’s original thesis proposal review committee.
VI. Any discrepancies in these requirements shall be resolved by the relevant requirements of the Ministry of Education and of National Taiwan University.
VII. These requirements are official immediately, pending approval by the Academic Affairs Committee.
This is a translation of the Chinese original. In case of discrepancies, the Chinese text shall be consulted.
Applicable to students admitted in the 2013 school year.








� The department academics professor will be the special project instructor for those who have not yet chosen an advisor.





