Skiffle music — a sort of jug-band clatter ideally suited to inexpensive and homemade instruments — was all the rage, and in 1957 Lennon formed a band called the Quarrymen. By the following year, the group had been joined by McCartney and his school friend George Harrison, then just 14. In 1960, calling themselves the Silver Beatles, and with drummer Pete Best in tow, they sailed to Germany to play the riotous red-light-district bars of Hamburg, drink Herculean quantities of beer and gulp down handfuls of illicitly energizing pills to keep them stage ready seven nights a week. In 1962 Best was replaced by another Liverpool drummer, basset-eyed Ringo Starr (born Richard Starkey in 1940). After passing an audition that their manager, Brian Epstein, had arranged with EMI's Parlophone label, the group cut its first single, Love Me Do, a moderate hit. In January 1963 a second single, Please Please Me, went to No. 1, and Beatlemania was born. 
早期爵士樂—一種由不昂貴或簡單的樂器發出像水罐撞擊的喧譁聲— 曾一度非常的盛行，同時在1957年，藍儂成立了一個叫做採礦人的樂團。在接下來的幾年，樂團加入了麥卡尼和他在學校的朋友，十四歲的喬治‧哈里遜。在1960年，他們自稱為銀色披頭四。在鼓手彼得貝斯特的伴隨下，他們航行到了德國漢堡狂亂的紅燈區進行吧台表演。大量啤酒的暢飲和食用大把非法的提神藥丸下他們進行了一週七夜的台演奏。在1962年的時候，貝斯特被另一個利物浦的的鼓手所取代，裸眼的林格‧斯達。在經過試音後，他們的經理布萊恩愛波斯坦安排了EMI帕拉鋒公司，樂團灌製了他們第一張的單曲Love Me Do，發行量則是穩定的。在1963年第二張單曲，Please Please Me，衝上了第一名，披頭潮由此誕生。
It is commonly thought that by the time the Beatles arrived in the U.S., rock-'n'-roll music, an uproarious sound forged by such pioneers as Chuck Berry, Little Richard and Elvis Presley, had all but died out, leaving the charts littered with such unconvincing rock-lite commodities as Frankie Avalon, Bobby Rydell and Chubby Checker. This is not entirely true. Although Presley had been drafted into the army in 1958 (and was never quite the same after he got out), and Buddy Holly had been killed in a plane crash in 1959, and Berry, Little Richard and Jerry Lee Lewis were all otherwise sidelined, there was no gaping lack of good music around. In 1963 — the year before the Beatles broke Stateside — the charts were filled with great records by the Drifters, the Beach Boys, Roy Orbison, Sam Cooke, Motown's Miracles and Martha and the Vandellas, and celebrated Phil Spector girl groups such as the Crystals and the Ronettes. 
普遍認為，在披頭四到達美國的時候，搖滾樂，一個由恰克‧貝瑞，利特‧理查，和貓王等先驅所打造的喧囂聲幾乎已消失，排行榜充斥著無法令人信服的輕搖滾，像是法蘭奇‧亞瓦隆，巴比‧萊德，恰比‧切克。這並不完全正確。雖然貓王在1958年被徵入陸軍，布迪‧何利在1959年的飛機事故中喪生，除此之外，貝瑞，利特‧理查和傑瑞‧李‧路易士等又被排除在外，好的音樂並沒有因此產生間隙而缺乏。在1963年，在披頭四打入美國之前，一些很棒的錄音充滿著一些很棒的錄音排行榜，像是漂泊者，海灘男孩，羅伊‧歐比森，山姆‧庫克，汽車城奇蹟，馬沙和凡多拉斯，和著名的菲爾‧斯貝克特和女子團體像是水晶和羅那提。
What set the Beatles apart, amid all those fabled acts, was their dazzling interpersonal chemistry (showcased to irresistible effect in the 1964 feature film A Hard Day's Night, which critic Andrew Sarris called "the Citizen Kane of jukebox movies"), their novel sound (produced on offbeat — to most Americans — Gretsch, Rickenbacker and Hofner guitars and cranked out through snarly little Vox amplifiers brought over from England) and of course their awesome facility for making ravishing hit records. 
披頭四所與眾不同的，包括所有的軼事，在於他們五光十色的互動，他們新奇的聲音，和理所當然、令人佩服的，錄製出迷人的歌曲的能力。
By 1965 even the non-fab world had been forced to take notice of this all-conquering cultural force. The Beatles had become such a huge British export that they were given a royal award: the Member of the Order of the British Empire, or M.B.E. (They took this about as seriously as anyone might have expected, all four of them firing up a joint in a Buckingham Palace washroom before the ceremony, and Ringo commenting on his M.B.E., "I'll keep it to dust when I'm old.") Having scored a breakthrough with their chart-topping 1965 album Rubber Soul — the record whose elegant lyrics and luminous melodies lifted them forever out of the world of simple teen idols and into the realm of art — the Beatles, exhausted, decided to stop touring. After a final concert in San Francisco in 1966, they would come together again as a group only in recording studios. But there they spun out ever more elaborate masterpieces: the tripped-out psychedelic special Revolver in 1966; the breathtaking (at the time) concept epic Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band in 1967; the strangely alienated, every-man-for-himself White Album (officially called The Beatles) in 1968; and the gorgeous Abbey Road in '69. 

到1965年，甚至連這個真實的世界也必須注意到這個征服各文化的聲音。披頭四此時已變成了英國龐大的出口，為此他們獲得了皇室受獎：皇室成員的稱號。在1965年Rubber Soul突破成為冠軍專輯，錄音中優美的歌詞和燦爛的旋律使他脫離了青少年的偶像而進入了永恆的藝術領域—此後披頭四感到疲憊，決定終止巡迴演唱。舊金山的告別演唱後，在1966年，他們再度聚首，但僅在於錄音棚。但是他們在此編織出更多精巧的傑作：1966年瘋狂迷幻的特刊Revolver，1967年驚人的概念紀錄片Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band，1968年怪異帶有異國風、每個人為自己做的White Album，和69s年華麗的Abbey Road。
